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(54) A make tip removal pad 

(57) A makeup removal pad (20) has outer panels 
(22, 23) of a porous and absorbent fibrous material; pref- 
erably cotton. The two outer panels (22. 23) are adhe- 



sively seated together about a periphery rim (25) pf the 
pad forming a closed envelope or pocket within which 
is retained an intermediate layer of cotton ih4iii material 
(21) which preferably includes short cotton fibres. 
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Description 
INTRODUCTION 

f 0001 1 This invention relates to a makeup removal 
pad. White the invention is particularly concerned with 
a makeup removal pad, the pads of the invention can 
be used in skincare applications generally; 

BACKGROUND OF THE jNVEffllON 

[0002] Cotton bails and cotton wool rolls have been 
widely used lor some lime lor cleansing purposes.; tor 
skincare. and for application and removal of cosmetics. 
The loose cotton wool tends 5o break up and produce 
lint in use which in many cases is undesirable. Circular 
cotton pads tor makeup removal and lor hygiene, cos- 
metic and medical uses generally have been commer- 
cially available for some time. European Patent. Speci- 
fication No. EPOS ! 9393 discloses a layered makeup re- 
moval pad having a central layer ot an absorbent carded 
cotton material sandwiched between a pair of outer lay- 
ers of a, hors-woven fabric. Patent Specification No. 
U 35480699 discloses a pad having three or more layers 
comprising a pair of compressed surface layers on each 
Side of an intermediary absorbent layer. Patent Specifi- 
cation US5763948 discloses a foam pad lor the care 
and topical treatment of skin. The pad may comprise two 
Sheets 01 foam encapsulating a water-soluble or water 
emulsifiabfe Cosmetic dermatoiogica! or pharmaceuti- 
cal product: such as soap or a skincare cream, 
[0003] It is an object of the p resent invention to pro- 
vide ah improved: makeup removal pad which is eco- 
nomical to produce: 

|0004] Also, for rstair a number of individual pads are 
usually packaged: in a carton or box or afiernatrveiy ihe 
pads may be: stacked In a plastics bag or the like- pack- 
aging. A disadvantage of this packaging Is that as the 
pads in the package are used up, the remaining pads 
may become progress ively mors inaccessible and diffi- 
cult to remove from the package. Further the pads tend 
to disintegrate easily during use. 
[BOGS] The present-invention Is directed towards over- 
coming these problems, 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] According to the invention, there Is provided a 
makeup removal pad comprising a first outer layer ai a 
fibrous material which Is porous, a second outer layer 
of a fibrous material which overlies the First outer layer; 
an intermediate layer of an absorbent fibrous material 
between the two outer layers characterised in that the 
fust and second outer layers are sealed together about 
an endless seal which forms a pocket within the sea! 
between the first and second outer layers for reception 
of the absorbent fibrous material of the intermediate lay- 
er. Thus advantageously, the absorbent fibrous material 



ot the intermediate layer is sealed within outer layers. 
|GQ07] In a particularly preferred embodiment, She in- 
termediate layer inekides short fibres of length not ex- 
ceeding Tmm, Thus waste materia! which Is normally a 
■5 bi-product of other processes can be used to form the 
Intermediate absorbent layer. This provides both an out- 
let for disposal, of the normally waste short fibres and at 
the same time provides a cheap and effective filling for 
the pad. 

?e [QQQS] In another embodiment the outer layers are 
sealed together about a peripheral rim of the pad. 
[0Q09] In a particularly preferred embodiment the 
outer layers each compr ise a non-woven fabric layer 
[dQIS] It is preferred also that both outer layers be of 

?» porous material Prefe rabiy also one or both outer layers 
comprises an absorbent material. Most preferably the 
outer layers are of a coif on material 
[0011] Ideally the Intermediate layer Is of cotton ma - 
terial. 

& [001 2] in another aspect of the invention, there is pro- 
vided a cleansing strip comprising a plurality of intercon- 
nected cleansing pads, adjacent pads being joined to- 
gether edge to edge along a tear-away link. Thus, con- 
veniently the pad at the free end of the strip can be torn 

- s away for use. Also, as It is pulled iron; an outlet of the 
packaging within which if is mounted, it also draws the 
next adjacent pad to the outlet ot ihe packaging ready 
for use. So advantageously, each pad Is essentially pre- 
sented at the outlet of the packaging in turn ready lor 

so use. 

[QGi3] in a particularly preferred embodiment, the 
pads in the strip are folded back and forth In a .zig-&§ 
formation, the tear-away links forming hingosTpr .folding 
the pads. The pads may be either individually folded 
back and forth or a numbs-' of the pads may be folded 
back and forth in a number ol rows. 
[001 4] In an aitemat tve arran gement, the strip may be 
wound on a reel from which individual cleansing pads 
may bs torn away tor use as required. 

■*? fOOIS] in a further embodiment, a decorative design 
is applied to an outer face of each pad. This may con- 
veniently be dons by embossing for example. 
[O058J In a particularly preferred embodiment, each 
pad comprises a cotton tilting sandwiched between a 

45 pair of outer sheets of cotton stock material, the outer 
sheets being seated together along a peripheral edge 
of the pad 

J0O17] it will be noted that the term "cotton" as used 
in this patent specification is to be taken to include sim- 

se iiar materials such as cotton-viscose blends. 

[0018] Preferably, the outer sheets are perforated or 
ot a ''mash .construction. This advantageously allows 
good transfer ol fluids into the inner absorbent filling 
white st the same time maintaining the structural Integ- 

£5 rity of the surface in particular and of Ihe pad in general. 
P019] in another aspect, the invention provides a 
method lor manufacturing a cleansing strip comprising:- 
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delivering a wee ot filling material to a pad forming 
station; 

overlying each face of she web with an outer sheet; 
and 

sealing: the outer sheets together with the web 
sandwiched therebetween fotmsng a cleansing strip 
with a number of interconnected cleansing pads 
joined together edge to edge with a fear-away link 
between adjacent pads. 

[0020] The method may include She step of punching 
the strip from the web and overling outer sheets. 
[0021] in a further embodiment, the Outer sheets are 
sealed together by applying pressure and/or beat to the 
outer sheets. They coutd In some cases be glued to- 
gether if desired. Preferably, each pad in the strip has a 
peripheral sealing rim, the outer sheets being joined to- 
gether aSong their periphery, 

[0022] in a further embodiment, the outer sheets and 
web are fed together between press rotters tor pressing 
the outer sheets together with a desired sealing pres- 
sure. 

[0023] fhanother embodiment, two or more cleansing 
strips ate termed together side-by-side and subse- 
quently parted after sealing of the outer sheets together 
[S024J The method optionally includes the step of ap- 
plying a design or pattern to an outer surface of each 
pad. This pattern or design may be applied by emboss- 
ing for example, 

BRIEF PSSCRSPTiON OF THE .DRAW INGS 

[0025] The invention will be mors clearly understood 
by the following description of an embodiment thereof, 
given by way of example only, with reference to the ac- 
companying drawings, in which; - 

Fig. 1 Is a plan view of a makeup removal pad ac- 
cording to the invention; 

Fig. 2 Is a sectional view of the pad of Fig. 1; 

rig. 3 is a plan view of portion of a cleansing step 
according tp the invention; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the cleansing strip 
shown in a part telly folded condition: 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a cleansing pad forming por- 
tion of the strip, 

Fig. 8 is a schematic side sectional efevatlonaJ view 
of a strip forming station- 
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the strip forming sta- 
tion; and 



Fig. 8 is a schematic side sectional eievatlonal view 
illustrating the packaging of a strip. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFER BED 
* EMBODIMENTS 

P028] Referring to the drawings, and Initially to Figs. 
1 and 2 thereof, there is shown a makeup removal pad 
according to the invention indicated generally by the rei- 

io erence humera' 20. The pad 20 comprises an absorbent 
cotton in-fiff material 21 sandwiched between two outer 
layers or panels 22. 23 which are sealed together about 
a Vim 25 of the pad 20. This rim may be any suitable 
depth but Is typically in the order of 2 - 8mm deep. This 

fS endless .sealed rim 25 helps stop the pad 20 from disin- 
tegrating during use and retain the in-fif! material 21 
within the pad 20. 

[0027] ft is preferred that both outer panels 22, 23 be 
of porous and absorbent materia!, most preferably .cot- 

so ton material. The porosity of the outer panels 22, 23 
should be such as to allow through passage of moistu re 
but also to insure secure retention of the in-fill material 
.21 within the pocket, formed by the sealed peripheral 
rim 25 of the pad 20. Conveniently, the outer panels 22. 

?$ £3 may be formed of a non-woven cotton fabric which 
may be formed from hydro- -entangled cotton fibres. Both 
of the outer panels 22, 23 may be of the same or different 
materials. At least one ot the panels 22,, 23, should be 
porous to allow through passage ol iiquide, Oils, creams:, 

30 cosmetics and the like. Preferably both of the; panels 22, 
23 are of porous and absorbent material:. 
[QQ26] The cotton in-fili material 2t could beof carded 
cotton material for example, Preferably at least portion 
of the in-filf material comprises short-fibres of length not 

35 exceeding imm. This short fibre material is generally 
waste material discarded during the production of other 
cotton products. Thus advantageously the invention 
provides a product which utilises this waste material. It 
is aiso much cheaper materia! than the mors conven- 

46 fionafly used carded cotton lor example. While cotton is 
the preferred In-fili material mixtures of other fibres may 
also be included, it Is also envisaged that in some cases 
mixtures of She short fibres with either longer fibres or 
possibly carded cotton materia! may be used, 

is [0029] Regarding, the sealed rim 25, while if is pre- 
ferred that the edges of the panels 22, 23 are giued to- 
gether, it may In some cases bs possible to form an ad- 
equate seal by the application of sufficient pressure to 
the edges of the panels 22, 23. It is essential that when 

so- the in -f iff material includes short fibres that this seal 
should be strong enough not to pari during use, 
[8030] Referring to Figs. 3 to 8 of the drawings, there 
is illustrated: a. cleansing strip according to another as- 
pect of the invention, indicated generally by the refer- 

ss ertce numera! I, The eieansin g strip comprises a plural- 
ity Of interconnected cleansing pads 2, adjacent pads 2 
being pined together edge to edge along a tear-away 
fink 3- In this way conveniently the pads 2 in the strip i 
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second carter layer (23) of a fibrous material which 
overlies she first outer layer {22), between she two 
outer layers {22, 23} an intermediate layer (21) of 
an absorbent fibrous material, characterised in that 

s the first and second outer layers (22, 23} are seated 
together about an endless sea! (25) which forms a 
pocket within the seat (25) between the first and 
second -outer layers (22.. 23) for reception of the ab- 
sorbent fibrous material of the intermediate layer 

W (21). 

2. A pad (20) as claimed In claim 1 wherein the inter- 
mediate layer £21 ) includes short fibres of length not' 
exceeding 1 mm. 

is 

3. A pad (20) as claimed in claim 1 or ciairn 2. wherein 
the outer layers (22, 23} are sealed together about 
a peripheral rim (25) of the pad (20) 



can be folded back and forth in a zig-zag formation tor 
packaging in a bag 5 as shown in Figs. 4 and 3, 
[0031] Each pad 2 comprises a cotton filing material 
sandwiched between a pair of outer sheets 6,7 of cotton 
stock material. These outer sheets 8,7 are sealed to- 
gether along a peripheral edge 8 of the pad 2. The outer 
sheets 6,7 may be of an open perforated or mesh con- 
struction. 

[0032] in use, a user simply pulls the first pad 2 from 
the bag 5 and detaches the outermost pad 2 by breaking 
the Sink 3 with the remainder of the strip 1 . The cleansing 
pad can then be used In the usual fashion. It will be noted 
that in tearing away the outermost pad 2, the next pad 
2 is presented at an outlet of the bag 5 ready for subse- 
quent ussi ft will be appreciated that ail the pads 2 are 
neatly stored within the bag or other carton or container 
and are readily easily accessible to a user being con- 
veniently presented a! the outlet of the hag or carton for 
use. 

|0033] Referring to Figs. 6 and 7. a method for forming 
the cleansing strip will he described. A web 10 of cotton 
filling. material is delivered to a pad forming station 11., 
Outer sheets 8, 7 are overlayed on a top and bottom face 
Of the web 10 and then the sheets 6,7 and web 10 are 
delivered together between press toilers 14.15 which 
press the sheets 6,7 together to form the sealed periph- 
eral rim 8 of the pads 2 with adjoining links 3 between 
the pads 2 in each strip 1 . in this case, as shown in Fig. 
7, a pair pi strips 1 are formed together side by side. and 
subsequently separated into strips 1 downstream of the 
pad forming station 11, Appropriate formations are pro^ 
vided on ons et the rollers H. 15 for forming the periph- 
eral rim S and the jinks 3 as the sheets 6, 7 and web 1 0 
are delivered between the rollers 14, -15. An outer face 
of each sheet 6.7 may be embossed prior to forming the 
strips 1 os may possibly be embossed as they pass be- 
tween the rollers 14, t5 : rf desired. 
[0034] Downstream of the pad forming station 1 1 , the 
strsps 1 are delivered through a folder which cuts the 
strips 1 to the required length and folds the strip 1 in the 
zigzag: pattern previously described prior to packaging. 
£0035] it will be appreciated that in the manufacture, 
any suitable numbers of side by side strips may be si- 
multaneously produced, for exempts, three or four 
strips. 

{0036] It is also envisaged that, if desired, the pads 
may be impregnated with a liquid or lotion to, for exam- 
ple, assist in make-up removal. 
[0G37J The invention is not limited to the embodiment s 
'hereinbefore described which may be varied in both 
construction arid detail wfthtn the scope of the appended 
claims 



Claims 

1 . A makeup removal pad (20} comprising a first outer 
layer (22) of a -fibrous material which is porous, a 



20 4. A pad (20) as claimed in claim 3 wherein the periph- 
eral portions of the outer layers (22, 23) are joined 
together by adhesive to form the peripheral rim (25). 

5. A pad {20} as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein the outer layers (22. 23} Bach comprise a; 
non-woven fabric layer. 

A pad {20} as claimed in any preceding claim 
Wherein both outer lay ers (22; 23) are of porous ma- 
terial 

A pad {20} as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein 1 or both outer layers (22, 23) comprise an 
absorbent material 

A pad {20} as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein the outer layers are of cotton material. 

9. A pad {20} as claimed in any preceding claim 
*s wherein the intermediate layer is of cotton material. 

10. A cleansing strip, comprising a plurality of intercon- 
nected cleansing pads as claimed in any preceding 
claim, adjacent pads being joined together edge to 

*s edge along a fear-away link. 
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